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Translation - | praise the Goddess Kamakhya Mata , who resides in the Nilachal mountain ,whois
worshipped very well by the pure devotees and who offers devotion and salvation. 1

I bow down to the beautiful Mother who being sad because of her husband's disrespect, abandoned her
own body (throuh mystical powers) and who is worshipped (here) in genital form. 2

The people who are tormented with the fire (agony) of the worldly life and who are deluded (infatuated)
with lustre and wealth , can get eternal bliss through the blessing of Mother Kamakhya. 3

The sages who are initiated through the vow of sacrifice (i.e. who follow the path of renunciation) and
who are the apostles (propagators) of Matribhava (considering God as Goddess or as a feminine entity)
always sanctify the world with their compassion (empathy). 4

L

Many good (great) devotees like Ramakrishna ete. had gotten the vision of the auspicious Mother, 0
Mother ! Let me have your expected vision through (your ) divine grace. 5
pAsam

Composed and translated by Shreebas Debnath on 06.01.2019 at HRDC, Guiﬂw:l



AR Ry WA R AUTTATEBTANE: ( Translation of the 370th Article of the Indian
Constitution)
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Why Is Women Empowerment Important for National Progress?

In the Vedic period women in india reached to the highest peak of wisdom. This pure land of tha
Sanootana Dharma (the eternal religion) had produced many stalwart women in the field of knowledge, Thus
we had Apaalaa, Viswavaaraa, Ghosaa, Gaargl, Maitreyi ete. Maitreyi sought ‘Brahmafneana’ or the supreme
knowledge from her husband Yaajnavalkya who was about to take ‘provrajyoo’ or the path of renunciation.
Yaajnavalkya wanted to divide his property batween his two wives namely, Kaatyaayani and Maitrayi. But
Matreyi , a spiritual woman, asked her husband , "What shall | do with the property by which | shall not be
immortal?” She wanted to know the path of immortality in the Brihodaaranyaka Upanisad,

Even before that the woman seer of the Rigveda Vaak, the daughter of the seer Ambhrina, had seen a
Sukto (a collection of some mantras or hymns) called the Vooksukta . A very high philosophical thought is
expressed in this hymn. This was the most sublime state and status of women In India.

But in the Puranic period though women like Kunti, Gandhari , Draupadi etc. had shown their strong
personality and wisdom in social and political affairs , still their freedom and power started to degrade,
Draupadi became the property of her husband Yudhisthira in gambling. Consequently, she had to face a
disgraceful situation in front of the civilized men in Dhritarastra’s courtyard.

In the medieval age the plight of women became the worst because of the inhuman and brutal system of
burning of Sati{ a newly widow).Moreover, there were the curse of the dowry system ,child marriage etc. In
the pecuniary and social affairs women were completely dependent on men, A Brahmin could marry more
than one lady according to the system of ‘Kaulinya’ or the high status of lineage.

In the British period Lord William Bentinck abolished ‘Satidaaha’ in 1829 A.D. by the Regulation Act -
XVII. Raja Rammohan Roy played the pivotal role in convincing the then Governor General of the Fort William
Lord William Bentinck. After that women got the English education through the tireless efforts of Rammohan,
Pandit Iswarchandra Vidyasagar etc. The English education strengthened the mantal power of women. As a
result, they flourished in different fields of our society. Thus we got some eminent personalities from women
in arts, music, science, sports, politics, law etc. We cannot forget the poetical beauty as presented by Sarofini
Naidu in her English poetry. The contribution of Matangini Hazra ,Pritilata Weddedar etc. in our freedom
movement is remembered even now with great respect.

Now-a-days, women crack the UPSC civil service examination with glorious achievements. We had one
internationally esteemed woman Prime Minister namely, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Now women g0 to the bottom of
sea, fiy in the sky for astronomical research, put their footprints on the peaks of high mountains, run a state,
run educational institutions with their skill and expertise.

In this modern context this is the one side of a coin. It projects only the apparent well-baing of women.
But the reality is something different, Disparity prevails between men and women with regard to power—
legislative, or executive, or judiciary, or social or economic. Despite universal suffrage and education and a
little bit of pecuniary freedom, the whole plight of women is below the expectation level. It is a grim fact that
the attitude of the whole society endorses the inferiority of women. Even the women believe on their

Inferiority.

But the attitude must immediately be changed. If India has to develop in her economy, technology and
science, women must be given same respect as what is given to men. Manu says in his Manusamhitoa that the
deities please where women are worshipped. But all activities become fruitless where they are not

worshipped.

The old proverb says that modesty Is the ornament of a woman. But the modern proverb says that
political power is the valuable ornament of woman, So reservation for women (s a step to establish an
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Though the women of the General Caste are educated and advanced, yet the women of the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribes are not enlightened by education. Most of them are illiterate. They work in the

paddy fields. Some collect the leaves fallen from the trees in the forest for fuel. Some work in the tea garden
and coal factory.

Education along with political and pecuniary power is the only panacea for eradicating all kinds of
discrimination and poisonous aspects of society. Swami Vivekananda said that women must be educated and
then they must be made free in taking their own decision regarding their marriage or celibacy. Swamiji's
spiritual master Shri Ramakrishna worshipped his wife Shri Sarada Devi as Tripurasundari. This is the highest
ideal and attitude to women in our Sanaatana Dharma. it upholds women as the emblem of the cosmic power
inherent in every sentient and insentient being in the universe.

in conclusion it can be said that a bird cannot fly with its one wing. It needs two wings- Similarty, the
future progress of our motherland depends on the active participation of both men and women.

Dr. Shreebas Debnath

Santipur College, W.B.



